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The Warwick's 50.
The Warwickshire Road club open 50 was for many years the 
Blue Riband event of the club year. It was first promoted in 
1928 and quickly gained a reputation as a well organised and 
challenging event. The challenge no doubt assisted by the 
appalling weather that seem to accompany the early years.

In 1928 a large silver cup was purchased by the members and 
donated to the club. The cup is hallmarked silver and bears an 
anchor mark to show it was made  Birmingham and the date 
letter C to indicate it was made in 1927. 

The manufacturers mark tells us it was made by the Wilmot 
Manufacturing Company. Formed in 1912 upon the 
amalgamation of Wilmot Brothers (York Works, Birmingham) 
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With February being quiet 
and to avoid more of my 
holiday pictures this months 
Newsletter focuses on one of 
the clubs historic trophies. 

Presentation. 

Presentation evening is on 
Friday 27th February at Time 
for Tea in Kenilworth. 

Trophies 

The clubs trophies are 
currently being engraved with 
the names of this years winners 
and some repair work has 
been carried out on a number 
of the cups to rejoin them with 
their plinths. The work was 
carried out by a company in 
Vyse Street at the heart of 
Birmingham’s Jewellery 
Quarter. 

Catalogue 

Deb has now photographed 
and created a new catalogue  
and an excel file of the club 
trophies. We think it’s 
important that we have an 
accurate record of the club 
trophies. 
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and Norton & White and Walsam & Co (Camden Street, 
Birmingham). From 1920 the firm had showrooms at 40 High 
Holborn, London and Paris. In 1922 they were described as 

‘Manufacturers of Nickel, Brass, and Bronze Novelties for 
Stationers, Tobacconists, Advertising; Silver and Electro-
plated Table, Hotel, Sports and Fancy ware.’ 

The cost of the trophy is not recorded. 

The 1928 Race.
The Open 50 held on the 29th of April 1928 was the first open 
event promoted by the club. The start sheet marked strictly 
confidential reminded ridders of the RCC rules.  

The course included two dead turns and used part of the 
present K1.  J.K. Middleton riding for North Road again 
posted the fastest time in 2:18:40.

The event was a great success. We know this firstly because of 
a report written by racing secretary E.J.McLoughlin.

‘ The club has then entered a new sphere in the road racing 
world very successfully and on its behalf I wish to 
congratulate the riders and thank all the clubs who supported
us.’
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The Warwick’s 50 
Past Champions. 

Many prestigious names adorn 
the base of the trophy. 

Charles Holland who would go to 
the Olympics and ride the Tour 
de France won in 1932 and 1933.  

E.R. Craddock was the first 
Warwickshire Road Club rider to 
win in 1943 in a time of 2:13:27. 
Some 56 years later M. Purshouse 
was the last Warwickshire Road 
Club rider to win the trophy in its 
original form. 

Other notable champions include  
Ian Cammish  and Glen Longland 
in the 80s.and 90s. 

In 1975 F.T. Taylor of the Notts 
and Derby CC was the first rider 
to go under two hours. The 
fastest time recorded on the 
plinth was  1:48:20 recorded in 
1990 by G.J. Dighton. 

In 2004 in order to continue to 
use this historic trophy it was re-
designated as the Bill Glaze 
Memorial Trophy . 

The club no longer promotes an 
Open 50 but the trophy remains 
a key part of the clubs history. 

Andy Robson and Fenella Brown  at the start of the last 
Open 50 2005

Bill Parsonage Open 50 2005


